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NYC Community Cares Project

Increasing Screening Colonoscopies for Uninsured New Yorkers

The NYC Health Department’s NYC Community Cares Project facilitates partnerships between Ambulatory Surgical Centers (ASCs) and primary care centers such as
Community Health Centers (CHCs) to provide all aspects of colonoscopy screenings (anesthesia, procedure, pathology) FREE of charge to uninsured patients referred from
primary care sites. This collaboration provides a unique opportunity to improve colorectal cancer screening rates and tackle persisting health disparities.
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Source: NYC Community Health Survey, 2003-2021. CHS has included adults with landline phones since 2002 and, starting
in 2009, has also included adults who can be reached by cell phone. In 2021, CHS shifted to Address Based Sample (ABS)
in which respondents primarily participate by taking the survey on the web, with phone and paper options also available
Data are age-adjusted to the US 2000 Standard Population.

'03'04'05'06'07'08'09'10'11'12'13'14'15'16'17'18'19'20'21

0%

Insured

Uninsured

Source: NYC Community Health Survey, 2003-2021.
Data are age-adjusted to the US 2000 Standard Population.
*Uninsured estimates are unreliable

Background
Colorectal cancer (CRC) is the second leading cause of cancer death in NYC.1 As a CRC

screening tool, colonoscopy detects cancer early and prevents it by removing
adenomas, which are a type of precancerous polyp.2

Since 2003, NYC made significant strides in colonoscopy screening trends:
e Anincrease in screening rate for people aged 50-75 from 42% in 2003 to 72% in
2020, shown in the line graph to the left3
e Areduction in screening inequalities by income?*
However, inequalities by insurance status remain, shown in the bar graph to the left.
Now that widespread screening is recommended at age 45, even more capacity for
charity care is needed.

Participating Organizations

Primary Care Centers

Ambulatory Surgery Centers

Charles B. Wang Community Health Center
Community Healthcare Network

Family Health Centers at NYU Langone
Flushing Hospital Medical Center

Institute for Family Health

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center

NYC H+H/Gotham Health/East New York
NYC H+H/Gotham Health/Gouverneur
NYC H+H/Gotham Health/Morrisania

Ryan Health Network

Advanced Endoscopy Center
Goldstep Ambulatory Surgery Center
Kips Bay Endoscopy Center

Liberty Endoscopy Center

Manhattan Endoscopy Center
Queens Boulevard Endoscopy Center
The Endoscopy Center of New York

Latest Outcomes: From August 2013 through March 2023, a total of 10,409 uninsured patients have been referred for colonoscopy and 5,180 have completed screening.
Of those, 1,610 patients had adenomas removed, meaning that up to 1,610 cases of CRC were potentially averted.
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Contact us at CCP@health.nyc.gov
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